MASTER PLAYERS
IN POKER CLASH

Misunderstanding  Between
Jim Blaisdell and the
One Eyed Man,

By DAVID A. CURTIS.

Na phare of the peril involved in
plaving poker s more familiar to those
who have had much experience In the
game than that which ls presented
when two of the contestants play in
collngion.  Minds trained in mathe-
maties have wrestled with the prob-
|sms of percentage and permutation
that are Involved In the legitimate
progre=s of events at the poker table,
and have succeeded in formulating so-
jutions to all of the=e, 8o that any one
who studlea the subject sufficiently
ean caluculate his chances in any
emergency of the game with consider-
abie accuracy, provided he can be as-
sured that no skullduggery is going
on. But no finite mind is capable of
reckoning the percentage on anything
when the element of chance i{s ellmi-
nated so completely as it is by the in-
treduction of partnership among those
whe participate in the contests be-
tween players, which contests give all
the gzest there I8 In the game [tself.

Among those, therefore. who play
poker as n pastime partnership play
W unthinkable, Among those who
make [t a pursult 1t 1s different. One
of the facte seldom vaunted but gen-
erally understood is that professional
poker players, such as were formerly
ta be found on almost any one of the
Misslesippl River packets, frequently
¢id form alllances of an unholy char-
acter, and by playing In cahoots with
each other enhance their profits
greatly. ’

The formation of these alllances was
pot advertised by the partners them-
pelves. Indeed, ‘he mere statement
that it existed, if mnade in the presence
of either one of them, waa held to be
a personal insult

When the one eyed man went to
Arkansas City, as he sometimes did,
though infrequently and at irregular
intervals, he was accustomed to de-
part therefrom somewhat - suddenly.
On one such occasion, of which men-
tlon has been made in a preceding
story, his exit was very precipitate.
Only by violent exertion was he en-
abled to reach the boat that was just
leaving in time to avoid the attentions
that some of the citizens were trying
to force upon him.

As for him, he seemed well content
to forezo the demonstration of senti-
ment they desired to make, but three
of those citizens, Joe Banmsett, Jake
Winterbottomm and Sam Pearsall, were
tvidently disappointed by their fallure
tn express their esteem for him in a
manner satisfactory to themselves,
and as if to relleve their feelings they
fired a salute in honor of his depar-
ture, with amall arms. So enthusiastic
were they, In fact, that he narrowly
escaped injury from some of the great
number of shots that they fired.

There was considerable mirth ex-
cited among the spectators of the
svent. One Eye, however, sald noth-
Ing, as was his wont, and resuming
the uneven tenor of his ways went on
playing poker with any and all who
would play with him,

He had never had a side partner,
belng self-reliant to a degree, and skil-
ful enough to achleve great success
it the game by methods of his own.
His visit to Arkansas City was looked
upon as one of his erraticisms, and the
recollection of it among his assoclates
would have faded away In time had
It not been for subsequent events,

Boon after he had come away from
the one town on the river in which
poker was played with even more des-
perate abandon than it avas on the
river boats, one of the Arkansas City
players, Jim Blaisdel] by name, was
suddenly discovered among the players
who utilized the saloons of the river
boats as hunting grounds. He made
no proclamation of his purpose, being
As little prone to explanations as One
Eye himself, but he sat in from time
to time, as opportunities offered, ap-
parently unconscious of the interest
bls advent aroused among the fra-
ternity of professionals, for he was a
player of no leas renown tham One
Eye himselt.

That interest was very great. 8o
freat was it in fact that some of the
more curious observers were moved to
Inquire of Mr. Owen Pepper whether
Mr. Blaisdell had severed his relations
with 0ld man Greenlaw, a noted char-
Acter who kept a still more noted re-
#ort in Arkansas City whers Mr. Blais-
del] had long heen accustomed to play.

"Oh, I don't know,” sald Mr. Pepger.
“They wam somepin' sald afo' hell
broke loose when One Eye come into
the #'loon, the last time T was thar.
Mebbha 1t M1dn't mean nothin’, an' then
Axain mehhe it did. Anyways, I reckon
thev's llahle fo' to be somepin’' diddin’
It Mim an' One Eye meets up.”

"What was it was sald?” inquired
one who seemed to find the answer
fo the first question too vague to
tatisfy him,

“Oh, T don't know,” sald Mr., Pepper.
Lean: wave, T disremember just how
he done put it, but One Eye sald some-
Pin® "haut him not never havin' had no
#ide pardner, long o' nobody not playin’
an glch game's ha played his own self,
nv Tiatsdell. 'Peared llke Rlalsdel
Wi= kvind o' struck, but he didn't aay
n-"‘.l_n', Not then he didn’t.”

"Wa'n't they nothin' mo' to It, on'y
Tat™ agked another in the group.

" T don't know," sald Mr. Pepper.

I dcne come away when One Eye
44 #ome o' the others comes too, an'
I Koned they mought bhe somepin’
; foooutside, but shucks! One Fye
:l'-t 't away agaln, same's he al'ays

Ineomplete an this was it was suf-
‘ent to praovoke a keen desire on the
PIrt of those who heard It to he pres-
'\'"' When the two should meet up, as
.f" P'enper  phrased it. And soon
tiereaftor they did.

_"’_"“"1"1 had gone from boat to boat
'“' PHanently as he ecould change at
t "ding place untll at length he

el the Pride of the River at

and sntering the main saloon
Pt shiortly hefore midnight he
tkame of poker in progress
TE A whie! Gne Fve wan playing.
SOoMEn of recognition passed be-

om Elaisdell lon%~4 on at
: e for a thne as It only slightly
y ‘rested, bt when one of the play-

"Rt roke and rome from the table
"L AL reckan 11 met n If they
.t hiections”  And everybody in
Lt Kroup at One Eye. Al
nRew i eninity that had long sx-
Inted Yetween the twe.

DRut One KEye sald nothing. They

cate anything from his
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Play with a foe as with a friend if
he had had a friend, but they expected
the game would have greater interest
from that time on. For Blaiasdell took
il sent and, producing a goodly wad,
hought chips,

Bhortly thereafter Mr. Blalsdell won
| @ considerable pot on One Eye's deal

and one of the other players hastily
quitted the game. There was nothing
sald, but One Eye looked at him darkly
as If intending to start something In
Case any comment was made and
seemed more or less disappointed when
the retiring gamester walked Away in
silence,

He was followed by one of the bhy-
standers,
the deck
cashed in so suddenly,

"Well" mald the other, I cashed in
long o' the cashin’ In hein* arill gond.
It 1'd & played along a spell they
wouldn't & been none 's fur 's T was
concerned. When One Eye gives a
[*innin' hand to anybody but hisself,
It's nigh 'bout time fo' others to pull
out, so T done pulled.” i

“Mebbe it just happened thata-
way," suggested the curious one.

“Happened hell!"” was the profane
reply. “They don't nothin' happen
when One Eye haa the deal. He does
it his own self"

A\ similar feeling of dlstrust was
roused in the minds of others who had
been looking on at the game, and this
Was greatly strengthened when on
Blaisdell's deal One Eye held cards
which proved to be better at the show-
down than those held by any one else.

“I don’t mind takin' most any kyind
of a chanst at poker,” observed one ex-
ceptionally bold player when the mat-
ter was discussed afterward. “I'l wet
in with One Eye in the game, or I'll set
In with Bilalsdell, or I'll set in when
they's any other two men playin' to-
gether, and I'll reckon on holdin' my
own, even If I don't win no gre't, but
th' ain't no man livin' what ¢'n play
Ag'in them two If they is a onderstand.
In® betwixt 'em. If they is done hitched
up they ain't no chanst fo' to he
tooken, an’' I ain't gwine fo' to take it.”

From that time on the doings of the
two master players, for they were ac-
counted such by all who watched thelr
EAme, were observed minutely by the
shrewd speculators who followed the
sameé line of endeavor in which they
excelled. Not only was there a spirit
of emulation in the observers, who one
and all admired them as greatly as
they hated them, so that there was a
hope of discovering some new and
valuable method of play, but there was
also an expectation and even a hope
that there would be a clash between
the two sooner or later, in which case
something of great Interest would
eventuate,

Bo far as the observers could dls-
cover the two men never met except-
ing at the poker table when a game
was in progress, If indeed there was
an understanding between them it was
evidently so complete as not to require
discussion. Their play was therefore
scrutinized carefully for indications
which would betray them to their ri-
vals, but only one was eve= d!scovered.
This pointed to a method so simple and
80 bold as to rouse much criticism from
some, while it commanded the admira-
tion of othera.

They never exchanged words, and
%0 far as could be seen no signals
pasred between: them. There was no
seesaw play, for it was seldom that
both entered a contest for any particu-
lar pok and.never for gny mnqldpnh,h
sum. .

It could not be learned that there
was ever any division of spoils be-
tween them. Neither could anybody
detect evidence that either one of them
was gullty of crooked dealing, but this
last provoked no comment, for it was
known to all that the skill of each of
them was so great as to defy detection,
It was assumed as a matter of course
that either one of them could deal any
cards he chose to any player in the
game.

It was seen, however, that while
neither of them as a rule won any-
thing on his own deal when both were
in the game, each of them would gan-
erally win when the other dealt. Aside
from that nothing showed collusion
between them, but nothing more was
needed And the two prospered greatly
for a while,

Meantime there was a feeling of de-
pression in Arkansas City. Poker was
still played in the back reom of old
man Greenlaw's saloon with fairly sat-
isfactory results to everybody except-
ing such strangers as somstimes sat
in. but something seemed The
old man expressed it fairly well when
he said:

“This yer game with Blaisdell not
mto It 18 some llke drinkin' b'iled
whiskey. Th' aint no bite to it, an’
the flavor is diff'rent, some way." .

Then Mr. Pepper called in one eve-
ning. They asked him if Blaisdell was
likely to return.

“Oh, I don't know,” he sald. “They
‘pears to be some question o' whether
he'll git out again. The doctor says
‘twon't be fo' a month or two any-
way."

“Whar {8 he?' asked the old man.
“Is he sick?"

“Oh, 1 don't know,” said Mr. Pepper.
“He waa c'nsid'able cut up, but I didn't
hear rothin’ ‘bout him bein’ sick. They
sald they was gwine to put him an’
One Eye iIn the hospital when they
toted 'em offen the boat, but I come
up the river an' I don't rightly know
whar they be. Bome'res in Vicksburg,
though."

“What happened ™

“Oh, I don't know,” said Mr. Pepper.
“They was c'naldable o'nfusion an’
mebba T didn't see it all, but they was

inmm. for they knew he would as Het

Into It 'Peared like things waa gwine
their way too, fo' fust one'd taks in
a pot an’ then t'other, but they didn't
nobody else ‘pear to take nothin' wuth
takin'.

“They was c'nsidable few lookin’ on,
but they didn't nobody say nothin’
on'y one o' the suckers in lhoom; ‘a

rae occasional, but bimby One Eve
Z'r'm. lose a pot what he 'peared to be
lookin' fo' to win, an’ a man next to
mea laughed out kyind o' nasty.

“With that One Fye pulled his
knife, but 'stead o' jumpin’ fo' the
man what laughed, llke we was all
lookin' fo' him to, he jumped fo' Jim.
‘Peared 1lke he recokoned Jim had dia
him dirt, some way, it bein' Jim's
deal.”

Jos Banmsett as If begrudging the ad-
miration he felt.

“Oh, T don't know,” said Mr. Pepper.
“He wan't no quicker'n Jim was. He
hud his gun out afo' One Eye got
nigh enough to him to strike, an’ they
was the dawggonedest mizup I ever
ween afo' yo' ¢'d say ‘scat.’

“They was killin' each other right
lively when the Cap'n drug ‘em apart,
hut the doctor sald what they both on
‘em had a chanst, sich as ‘twas.”

“Well,” sald the old man, “I reckon
Jim " be mo' p'tic'lar who he 'sociates
with e'ter this.*

N i

a game o' poker on an' they was both |

“Oma Fiye al'ays was quick” said |
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'CRITICAL POINTS

AT ROYAL AUCTION

Examples of Plays by Which
the Expert Wins or Saves
the Game.

By R. F. FOSTER.

Buggestions of various kinds continue

Who after they had reached to come to Tire Sun with regard to the |
inquired why the other had pest method of equalising the luck at |

duplicate and preventing the accidentai
| acquisition of a bonuws from cutting such
a figure In the result as it does now.

One of tha latast proposals is to put
the contract on the same basis as the
winning bld at five hundred. 1In that
game the player who wants to score
all he thinks his cards are worth must
bid them up to their full value, because
all he can score Is the achedule value
of his declaration. If he Bids elght no
trumps and makes a grand slam he gets
nothing for the extra tricks

It would be rather Interesting to see
what the result would be if the Mdader
in auction could not score anything be-
yond his contract. A player who got
the winning declaration with one spade
and made a grand slam would probably
fee! rather chagrined If he got only nine
points for it. That form of the game
might become popular seme day, but
thera ia no present Indication of It

The difference lles In this. In five
hundred the declarer is alone against
two adversaries, and what he bids on lies
in his own hand. In auction there is al-
ways the unknown element of the part-
ner's thirteen cards, and what influence
for good or evil they will have on the re-
sult of the play, when the bldding Is
settled, no one can tell. This s the
reason why nullog will never be popular
with the stake players.

The more carefully the cerrespondence
upon this subject is cxamined, the more
clearly it is seen that the majority of
players wish to keep the duplicate form
of the game as close as possible to the
lines of the ordinary rubber. In other
worda they like to look upon duplicate
as a training school for the stake game,
even it they play for only a twentieth
of a cent, which i{s now a popular rule
with women, just to keep them from
experimenting too much.

One very reasonable argument for re-
taining the game point, with its bonus
of 100, at duplicate is that one can al-
ways play to reach 30, whether there is
only one deal in which to do It or four,
As “C. H." pointa out, If there are four
dealr at a table and you have not scored
on three of them, you must go game on
the last If at all, and If there are four
ahead of you you might as well try for
game on the first, as you may not get
the declaration on any of the others.

Finally it is undoubtedly true that hav-
Ing a fixed goal, 30 points, In better than
having a variable goal, depending on
the contract and the doubling. It is as-
tonishing how often the average player
will stop just a trick short of game,
with the same cards, the same declara-
tion and the same opening lead that
gave the game to a stronger player at
another table.

If these hands are examined in the
trays after a duplicate match it will
usually be found that there (s some
particular trick, some turning point In
the play, at which the paths divide
The 'expert has taken the only road that
led to game. Either the average players
have talkken the wrong road or they
never saw the other one. The !atter e
ukuslly the case.

It is equally true when the situation
s reversed and the expert ls on the
defensive instead of the attack that there
i some point at which the medlocre
player has taken the wrong road and,
the fine player who percelves what is |
ahead of him has saved the game which |
nine out of ten would lose, l
" A curious example of this went the
rounds of a recent duplicate match. The
Initial bids were about the same at every
table, and all led to the same final
declaration. BEvery pair In the room
went game on the hand except one.

The natural inference was that the
declarer must have slipped up some-
where, but such was not the case. It
was the unusual character of the de-
fence that beat him. At every tahle the
same chance had been offerad. Only the
erack player at table No. 4 saw it and
took it. Here is the distribution:
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At most of the tables Z passed, the
spade not being a legitimate declara-
tion on the first round. A bid a dia-
mond and at some tables Y bld the heart,
but in all cases B went to no trumpa.

If T has bld hearts, anticipating the
no trumper by B after A has shown the

it but makes it easy for B to win four
by cards. Y's cards are not sirong
enough to ask for a lead against a no-
trumper. There in not a single sure
trick In his hand.

When the heart was bid and led, the
queen covered the ten and the seven be-
came good for a trick on the third round
when Z led the elght through again,
after B had made four diamond tricks
and led the club jack. This wam cov.
ered with the queen and ace, and Z won
i the next trick with the club king. Four
diamonds, three clubs, two hearts and
a mpada

If Y doea not bld the hearts, Z starta
with a small spade, B makes four dia-

the ace winning the queen. When %

spade king.
the king from Y and the ace from K and
then two clubs tricks win the game,

game, it was not his fault, Z stopped
him. The bidding was a pass by Z, a
dlamond by A, pass from Y and no
trumps from B. The opening was the

| small #pade, the jack going to B's queen, |

marking B with the king.
H led four rounds of diamonds, Y
| dircarding a spade and A heart, Z a
| heart, When dummy led the jack of
clubs, covered by the queen and ace, 7
1 guve up the king,
This may look lilke & sure trick thrown
awany, but Z's view of the situation ie
this: Y has had A double dircard and

elther suft, 5o ha may not he abla to
win a heart If Z leads It. He huas de-
nied the king of spades. Unless ¥ can
coma through R in spades, the game In
gone. It i Just as well to give him an
extra chance to get in on clubs, as well
as in hearts, a0 Z gives up the king, If
Z wins the next club trick the gume in
Kone.

This may look llke taking a long
chance, but it Ia a case of never
never in, and It s an excellent {llustra-
tion of the atyle of play that entitles
the expert to that 100 peints bonug that

A" 3

diamonds, he not only gains nothing by)

' mond tricks and leads the jack of clubs, |

wina the mecond club trick he tries the'
hearts, #0 as to get a lead through the
The queen from duramy, '

At the one table ap which B dld not go |

has not thrown an encouraging card jn

W | diMculty of getting it pat

Yho eaves In defence and wins In at-
tack,

B can play as he likea from this point
on; all he can make Is two more tricks,
tha ace of hearts and the top club, He
naturally figured on four clubs to his
right, and took a chance that 7 held the
king of hearts, so he 16d & small heart
to dummy’'s queen. This allowed Z to
make four apade tricka.

Had B led the club, A would have
made the ten and led a heart, because
Another club would have lost a trick, as
the ace of hearts would have gone to
rleap,

Here |8 a hand on which four tablea
went €ame and three did not, and tha
reason the three did not was the very
first card plaved from the declarer's
hand. While the =ituation 1= simple, and
might be obvious to the seasoned player,
it is inetructive, showing as It doem the
fmportance of studying the possibilities
of a hand before playing the Aret card.
'Tno many persons are in the habit of
portponing their examinations until they
have taken the fArst trick and turned it
down, in many cases still thinking or
talking of the last hand.
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Z deakt and did ne trump. All passed
and A led the four of clubs which
dummy covered with the nine, in case B
held the queen. 1f dummy is allowed to
hold this trick game on the hand 1s im-

[

It I evident that the declarer must

possible,

Some tried it this way: Dummy re-
turned the club, got in with the spade
king and establizshed the clubs. On get-
‘ting 'n A shifted to the hearts In an-
| *wer to a reverse discard from B. This

led Z to an attempt to establish the

king of diamonds for a reentry by lead-
ing the jack, but B won with the queen
|and led another heart, establishing the
Jack of that suit for himself,

A #mall spade from Z went te H'a
Jack over A's ten, and B made the heart
and three diamonds, holding Z down to
| the odd.

Those who went game on the hand
overtook the first club trick with the ace
| and kept on leading clubs until the queen
| was forced out. This gives dummy four
(club tricks In addition to Z's ace, and
the two hearts and two spades win the
| gEame,

Here i» an interesting little ehift bid
that a player tried at ene of the tables
at the Knickerbocker last winter:
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E dealt and bid no trump, A twe dia-
monds. Instead of getting the expected
continuation of the no trumper from Y
he bld two hearts. This suited B and he
passed, but Z went back to two no
trumps, which sulted A, #0 he passed ;
but much to his disappointment Y per-
sisted with the hearts in spite of Z's
denial of that sult. This B passed.

It war now clear to Z that the dla-
mond bid was & fake, while at first he
took it for great length, a0 Z continued
to deny the hearta by bdidding three
spades, which both A and Y passed

The advantage of both the heart oen-
tract and the no trumper being denied
to B, he felt called upon to go back to
the original declaration. If his partner
ocould afford to bid two diamonds against
a no trumper, ha should be willing to try
for four, with B's cards, so B bids four
diamonds.

Z doubled the four diamonds, and the
only way out of the mess that A could
see was to declare five clubs, whioh Z
also doublad. Now comes the unkindest
sting of all. .Thinking they had all the
dlamonds and clubs in the pack between
|lhem. & winning heart for the second
| round of that suit and able to ruff the
second round of epades, B redoubled.

The only consolation A found for him
venture into the shoals of shifting bida
was the ecore for four honors In one
hand as an offset to belng set for §09
points. He might have saved half of
this but for Z's management of the
trumps.

Y opened with the heart queen, B cov-
ered and Z won, leading the trump,
which went to dummy’'s hand. Dummy
led the spade and Z led another trumsp.
Thin A won, and ruffed durmy with a
spade. Another heart was Intanded to
put Y In, which it did, g8 Z carefully re.
fused to trump it, didcarding the nime
of diamonds, which induced Y to lead
a diamond, and allowed Z to lead an-
other trump.

This Teft T with the major tenace n
hearts over B, g0 that the only remain.
ing tricks were the three tep trumps in
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A's hand. If A could have got his croes |
ruff going he might have separated all |
his trumps.

Here is a case in which the shift bid
worked out very well, thanks to some
faulty bldding on the part of the ad-
versaries. The hand was played in
Bavannah,
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{ Z dealt and hid no trump, A twe
beurts. Y fell into the trap and went
two no trumps Instead of doubling. B
pasaed.

Z must have felt that If T could as-
rist him after the hearts were bld, and
| Z had two honors himsealf, there was'
i momething Ashy about A's declaration; |
| hut the interesting part of 1t Is, what |
i Z to do to pull himself out of the hole
his partner has put him in by going onl
with the no trumper?

7 saved something in henoras by bid-
ding three diamonds, as he would have
bheen set for 100 either way ; four honers
in diamonds being better than aces eany,

A epened with the club, and on fAinding
IR had none, lod a small one 80 as not
ta establish dummy's queen. B re-
turned a4 heart and got another ruff en
| tha clubs, so that A made all thres of
his trumps, which was a trick more than |
he could have made hy leading three |
rounds of clubs before giving B the ruff.

Sl A ey |
FIRST CATCH YOUR RABBIT.
| Poker. H. C. sayn: A heta that If
| the hands at poker are ranked according |
o the difMeulty of getting them the!
stralght should beat the flush, as only |
elght cards are available to fill the one, |
while there are nine that will fll the
! other. '
| ‘That ia true, but the diMoplty llea lni
gefting four cards of a flush to draw to |
{In the first place. Tt ts the combination i
|of getting the original hand and then |
{ Alling 1t that makes the fush outrank |
the straight, just as the flush outranka |

L4 8
4
J

>»men
D ay

the stralght on account of the greater | wider choles In his line of attack, render-
It is 608 to 1 | Ing the correct solution lesa obvious, The

against u pat flush ; only 954 to 1 againm
& pat straight.

\
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PROBLEMS FOR ‘SUN
READERS 70 SOLVE

End Game Plays at Bridge—
Knights Tours and Checkers
Hot Weather Puzzles.

Bridge problem No. 889 Is typical of &
position that frequently comes up In ac-
tual play at the tall end of a hand.

win one more trick, but if he ean pick
up another along with it he goes game.
In many hands the adversaries could
save this extra trick If they gave the
situation closer attention.

As a rule, the trick can be saved by
Judiclious discarding and good players
pride themselves on keeping the right
card; but In the problem the extra trick
Ia saved by avolding the lead. Here is
the distribution:

Clubs are trumps and Z ie In the lead.
A and B are to prevent Y and Z from
Ketting more than one trick.

The solution depends upon A's getting
out of his partner's way. There is no
posribllity of keeping Z from winning a
heart trick. The problem is to prevent
Y from making a spads.

1t Z leads a dlamond, putting A in,
the solution 18 #imple, as A will make
his two winning diamonds at onoe and B
will then trump a spade, winning the
fourth trick with the third diamond.
Then he loses the inevitable heart trick
only.

But if Z starts with the queen of
hearts, A must be ocareful %o get rid
of one of his top dlamonda. If Z fol-
lows with another heart, A geta rid of
the other diamond, so that B shall
have a clear fleld for the three diamonds
In his hand after he ruffs the second
heart lead.

Several correspondents suggested that
if Z opened with the dlamond, A oould
lead a spade, and B could allow Y to
win it, discarding the heart jack. Then
when Y led the heart and B trumped, A
could discard the diamond.

But this is incompleta, a9 Y may re-
turn the apade, 8o as te prevent the
diamond discard by A, and the discard
becomes unnecessary. If T returns the
best spade, B trumps and the spade jack
Is good. If Y returns a emall spade,
B passes it up to A's Jack There are
two ways to defeat the dlamond open-

cpmposer
on the coldest days, as there is almost
always a sting hidden away among the
cards when he arranges them.

BRIDOE PROBLEM Wo. 301,

»
LX.

1+ + P[P+

> »

There are no trumps and Z e in the
lead. Y and Z want four tricks against
any defence.

The distribution of the cards is as fol-
lows :

Y has the queen, seven of heasrts, ten
of clubs, nine of diamonds and the eight
of spadea,

A has the ten, nine, sx of hearts
eight of diamonds and ace of spades;
no cluba.

B has the queen, nine, six of clube,
ace and seven of diamonds; no hearts or
spades,

Z has the jack of hearts, ace and eight
of t;ubl. Jack and fve of dlamonds; no
spadea,

Problem No. 38% was arranged by
'"Narelk” ans a study for beginnera, there
being no great disparity in the positpon,
and therefors nothing to Indicate that
white had a won game.

When Mr. Lyman looked it over he
thought it an even better problem than
the composer imagined, as It could be
solved in two moves, Dut they weres two
moves that would probably escaps the
attention of the average plaver, who
would ba hlinded by the apparent strength
of the two men on 30 and 32

The distribution of the plecea (s:
Black men on 8, 12, 18, 28 and 24. White
men on 19, 21, 30 and 32. King on IB.E
White to play and win in two ways,
Here 18 “Narelk’s” solution :

White, Black.
16—10 A 811
"w-—1 11—1¢
T—11 16—20
1i~15 -
16—18 232
30—23 10—24
1822 2427
18—16
h" at A, black prefers 24—127, we et
ILH
19—18 17—-3
2117 1322
165=-11 18—16
10=17

This is not a second molution, as the
key move iw the same. Here I8 Mr, Ly-
manp's Idea of the win for white :

3228 A 2321
1611

Am hafors, black has an alternativa,
He may play 24—27 for his first move,
and then 189—18 wins for white, *‘Na-
reik™ did not mee this solution even af-
ter he waa notified that the problem was
a dual,

Here Is an improvement on ona of
W. J. Wood's positions, the changes be-
ing made in order to give the student a

losing side Iy also strengthened, wiving
him four men and four kings against five

men and only two kings

PROPLEM NO. 301. OMBCKERS.
By Willlam J. Wood.

White.

Black to play and win.

The distribution of the pleces
Black men on 5, 8, 8, 24 and 27; kings
on 12 and 13, White men on 15, 22, 25
and 26; kings on 1, 4, 10 and 11.

iLH

TAE KNIOHT'S TOUR.

A number of Interesting and |n.enioul'
variations were sent to THe St~ In an- |
Swer to this problem of Ernest Bergholt's, |
one of the most symmetrical and at-
iractive being the following. which ia the
ons originally Intended by the composer.
This should be a valuable contribution
to the Iiterature of the subject of
knight's tours, which has engaged the
attention of many prominent men of
sclence,

This diagram shows two entirely sep-
arate tours, each complete in itself in
its own part of the board, and yet a
duplicate of the other part.  The peculiar
and interesting part of the arrangement
is that If we cancel the two dotted lines
on the diagram and then join the four
circles by iIntroducing lines at right
angles to the dotted lines, we shall find
& complets bisymmetrical reentrant tour
of the whole 62 squares.

THE vALER scaALES.

An Inspector of weights and measurss
went into & store and asked for a pound
of lard, which was weighed out for him
in a plece of paper, In this manner:

e ) B—

‘The Inspector thereupon removed the
grocer's pound weight, putting it Into
the same scale with the lard, and placed
the grocer's two pound welight in the
opposite scale, which i1t balanced nicely,
like this:

This being satisfactory eo far, he next
tranaferred both the lard and the weight
te the other end of the acales and put
& standard testing two pound weight of
his own in the other scale, like this:

Finding this was too Ifttle, he was
pounds and two ounces to balance the
pound of lard and the pound we!ght In

What was the actual weight of the
lard and how much out of the way were

LEFT FOOT IS LARGER.
A MAN who was being fitted for
store displayed the masculine
trait of impatience when shopping.
quickly as posible.

After the clerk had tried a shos on
“Yea, that's all right. Fita fine. Don't
bother to try on the other ona. Wrap
me."”

“Havent you & few moments to
llke to try on the shoe for the left
foot. My motto Is to satisfy hefore

“Tut, tut!"

“As long as the right shoe fits all
will also it, What's the uss of wast-
Ing time?"

replied the clerk. “Many persons
think the same as you, that as long as
too. That's a fallacy, however,

“The left foot s usually larger than
to explain to my customers, In fact
1 try to persuade them to permit me to
first trying on the right.”

8o the customer declded to spend a
while the clerk tried the shoe on
the

obliged to add weights, until it took two
the other scale.
the grocer's weighta?
& pair of shoes in a Harlem

He wanted to get the ordeal over as
his right foot the customer ejaculated,
them up. I'll take them along with
spare?” inquired the clerk. *T would
permitting my customers to leave."
right K's obvious that the left shoe

“Ah, that's where you are mistaken,”
the right shoe fits the left will fit
the right. This I am in duty bound
try on the shoe for the left foot after
few more minutes on the transaction '

left foot,

THEY WANT T0 KNOW THE
TONE

T'S a mighty easy thing when vour
watch runs down or you doubt {ts
accuracy, or when the houmewife

wants to ba certaln as to the exact!
minute her dinner should go Into the'
oven of the gas ranee ta call up tha
telephone central and ask the time. '
It's such a little thing to de, and it
coets nothing, that many have fallen
into the habit of reaching for the desk |
telephone instead of looking out of the |
window at a towsr clock which may
have the reputation of always hrlmr‘
exact, }

“How many calls do you have a!
day for the time?" an official of the
telephona company was arsked a few
daye ago.

“Don’'t know., Never thought of It
Ought to he a thousand or so, 1 RUess, |
'l just have a record kept for a
single day and mee what it s, for|
curiosity’'s sake. "

He did. Word wan sent to every
exchange to have the operators keep
tah on the calls thag were merely for
“The time, please,” In all the five hop-
onghs of the city for a full twenty-
four hours. Tt amazed the nflcial and
everybody else to whom the result was
exhibited. In a single day not fewer
than 170,000 such calls were made and
responded to by the aperators, and not
a single cent was pald directly for the
service, for no charge s made unless
a connection |s made at the same time,

replied the customer. |:

CHESS FOR PLAYER,
LOYER AND STUDENT

Most

Successful  Summer
Meeting at

Buffalo,

An wan generally expected, the annual
midsummer meeting of the New York
State Chess Association, which was held
during the days from July 24 to July
29 under the auspices of the Ruffalo
Consistory (hess C'lub at Buffalo, proved
to be one of the most successful af-
fairs of ite kinl, and this in spite of
the fact that the proposed international
match between Canadian and New York
Ktate piayers did not come off. This
failure to bring off an interesting con-
teat was doubly redeemed by placing on
the programme an amateur champion-
ship tournament, quitea & novel featurs.d
It will ba seen from the appended scores
the hoy player, Harold E. Jennings of
Rochester, who made such a brilllant de-
but at the summer meeting held at
Utlea last year, carried away the first
prize and the champlonship and his
achlevement fs all the greater inas-
much as there was a flald of very ex-
perienced and much older mea. Jen-
ning® 18 only 17 years of age and still
& student at the Rochester High School.

Officers for the ensuing year were
elected as follows: D. Francis Bearls of
Rome, president. Charles Broughton of
Stapleton, first vice-preaident; George
N. Cheney of SByracuse, second vice-pres-
{dent; Archibald McMartin, Johnstown,
treasurer, and Dr. R. 8. J. Deniford of
Buffalo, secretary. Commander-in-Chief
George K. Btaples of the Buffalo Consist-
ory was slected an honorary meémber,

The Class A tournament was won
by V. Guenther of Buffalo; the Class
B by D. N. McMlichael of Buffalo, and
tha Clasa ' tournament by George .
Fox of Hartford, Conn., whila Monroe
eounty ecarried away the Genesee Cup
Trophy. The results in detall follow:

Amateur Champlonship—H, E. Jen-
nings, 7% -—=21% ; P, D, Crow and D. F
Bearle, each 6—4: G. N. Cheney, 4—6§;
N. Weber, 3% —61;; . W. Waller,
1.

Class A--V. Quenther,
Engel, 4%--1%: C. H. Btephenson,
4—2; C. Broughton, 0%—12%: J A.
Cantwell and Dr. C. C, Hteigerwald,
each YZ—414;: H. H. Hodge, 15,

Class B—D. N. McMichael, 8—2: A,
W. Wood, 7—3; H. C. Curtis and A.
Berber, each 4—4§: C. B. Morey and W,
H. Purple, each 3% —41;,

Class C—C, C. Fox, 9% —1%: H
Ring, 9—3; A. J. Briggs, 8—4; G. J.
Balley, 8—7; C. F. Selkmann, 4—8; G.
L. Hodgson, 3%—81% : E. B, Rew, 3—9.

Genesee Cup Tournament—Monroe
County 4, Onondaga 0: Erie 214-—
Monroe, 14 : Erle, 2%, Onondaga, 1'4.
Totals——Monroe, 5%-—21;: Erle, 6—3;
Onondaga, 1%—8614.

5—1; 1. F.

The complete summary of Capa-
blanca's last tour shows that the Cuban
champlon played a total of 41% games,
of which he won 404, drew 10 and lost
only 6. These losses wers all Incurred
in the West, 2 at Portland out of 64
played, 1 at Colorado Springs out of 46,
1 out of 43 at Seattle and 1 out of 14
at 8an Diego. At the last named place
Capablanca left himself open to a mate
on the move after he had won a plece
for three pawns,

The score of another game from the
book shortly to be published and played
by correspondence between Count 8. L.
Tolstoy, a son of the famous Russian
author Count Leo Tolstoy, and the Riga
expert Carl Behting is herewith given:

RUY LOPEZ.

Tolstoy.  Behting. olstoy.  Behting.
White. Black. I .R‘M? ﬂlnt-:.
1 P-K4 P-K4 15 PP’ P-Q4

2 Kv-KB3 Kt-QR3a 18 Pap Ktxp

3 D-Kus ~QR4 17 KBS Kuh

4 R-R4 Kt-B3 18 KuBch Qxht
AKu-B3 B-K2 |19PzKt  P-Kaid
6 Cantlea P-QKt4 |20 Iil-xi "

7 B-Kui P-Q3 | 21 Kt-H5 ~-Kt3
8 P-KR3 htfallt 122 Q-Kid K«Re
e P-Qa Kix | 23 Q-Rar -Kt3g
10 RPxKe  P-Hin |24 Ke-Q4 -Hik
11 |'—2Ku Castles |25 Q-R R-Bai
12 B-K1 B- K2 26 he-Ktdy Pap
13 Ke-K2  Q-h2b |27 PxP
14 Ki-Kt3  P-Bac
POSITION AFTER WHITES TWENTTY.

SEVENTH MOVE
Black—10 Pleces

a7 ... P-Ket (32 P-Kesl R-KEs
28 QWsk  Qulch |33 Kapm'  Bab o
20 N-R3 Kts |34 QER Ré ch
0 pap R4 |88 REKs R

41 QxP Bzl mate

Entries for the Rice memorial interna-
tional tournament: |
PROBLEM NO #§—MOTTO: *“VIVE LA'
REPURLIQUE."
Biark--10 Plerss

]

A
G )
mp

Wirite—12 Pleces.
White te play and mate in 2 meves.
PROBLEM NO 6§y —-NO MOTTO.
Black—12 Pleces

Z
gy
e wh

White- 19 Peces
White to play and mate in : moves
SOLUTIONS TO NO A
1. B—R, P-4, 2 Q--KK!2, &a
1. B—R, P--N3; 2 Q H, &o |
1. B—R, KxP. 2 Q- -R7 mats

W. Mason mnintains that this prablem s

unsound, the H being ahla ta nove on ten !
different squares to At tha mate, Other
solvers are of the sama opinlon

ENTLUTION TO NO. &

1. B—Kt§, &¢
Bolutiona recelvad to Noas
from Prof. Norman L. Perry, Brookl'n,
N Y, W Mason, Rye, N. Y, John Bog |
New York city: T F. Rurrill, New
York clty; Henjamin Zucksr, New York
elty: Charles M. Pasternack, Hartford,
Conn., James Roberts, I'htladelphia, Pa.;

e anAd 407

near,

A}

e ——

THE SvN stating that Th-

Ture SN

——
Benfamin  Bvanthal New York elty:
Henry F. Mowat, Yonkers, N Y.: John
I.ﬂl,nr,;rln. East Orange, N, J,
vVutlon ‘e A% recoived from N 8tern
Brookiyn, N, % J. Lans, New York
city, Marcus 1. ‘urd, Fris, Pa
Salution to 887 received from W, D
Al:i'l'an-w York city
dditlanal solutione receivsd ta €8 L)
885 from Alfonsa _\I‘m'ln-'-!. Havana, t.'u.'b"\'
James Roberts, Phiiadephin, Pa.. to 685
from Henry F. Mowat mkers, N,
Dan A, Millard, 1iits o', Mans

CORRESFONDENCE

F. L Fing, Rurlington, v tha authar
of Problem No. 861, writes, wtating ‘t:l'
If 1. QxKt Hinck interposes @ and nn
mate. If Kt—Hi, RxK:?, *.- Thers s alen
A defence to 1, Kt-—Kt? Bhlvers should
again  tackle the position, the authao
maintaining that 1. P-4 1« the only roln
tlon to the probiem In question '

SCHOOL FOR CARD PLAYERS.

Auction Bridge. A, L. M mays:
Dealer bide a diamond, Second hand
passes and third hand goes no trump
When the fourth hand passes tha dealer
bids two diamonds on the theory that If
his partner has a no trumper outside the
dlamonds the dealer should be able ta
ko game with the trump =uit, He holds
six to the ace queen Jack, five ¢lubs to
the ace king ten, and two emall hearta;
no spades. Is this correct at no score?

This 18 & hand on which most players
would bld two or thres diamonda in the
first place, o as to shut out any major
sult bids. The up to date player bida
no trump on handa of this character.
‘“Whitehead” says any six ecard minor
suft that one lead will establish, with
two reentries, Is & no trumper. The
safe game Ia the diamond for trumpea, of
courss, but it should go game at ne
trumps If 1a!d down as the dummy.

B. L. W. says: The Acaler passes, seo-
ond hand bids no trumps and the third
hand blds two no trumps, fourth hand
passing. The dealar has passed orig-
Inally with geven hearts to the jack, nos
and two smull diamonds, ons spade and
two clubs, What should he do now?

Bid thres hearts. The declaration of
two no trumps 1= the old way of rhowing
what Is now usually shown by the double
of & one trick bid; a deeire to have the
partner name his best suit and play
the hand, with dummy's strength Ilying
over the allegad no trumper on the de-
clarer's left.

M. L. C. sayn: Dealer bids no trump,
which secondq hand doubles. Third hand
holds fiva hearts to the king jack ten:
filve dlamonda to the jack ten nine and
thres small clubs, on which ha bids twn
hearts.  Fourth hand bids two spades
And tha dealer and mecond hand pass.
Third hand now blda three diamonds. Is
this bidding correct? No score.

It is usu.il to pass the buck when the
second hand doubles, walting to see what
the partner will do about it, asm he {ia
practically compelled to bid something
In answer to the doubls, Tha heart may
ba excused, but thers 18 no posaible
Justification for bldding threa Ad'amonds,
as thare !s not & trick in the suit nor in
the whole hand for that matter,

A. D. says: We ars In Aoub' about
this score, Thae dec’aration i nn trump
and the player loses a grand slam. A
saya this is worth 100 points. B in
nists it is worth nothing but the 250
for the seven tricks by which the «

tract fails, The law does not say
whether the 10 {8 extra or not
There are two laws that affect tiin

score, The first Is Law 48a, which flxes
the penalty for fallure at 50 points g
trick. The mecond i= Law 7, which save
that the partners who take thirteen
tricks score 100 for grand slam, but
does not msay that they must ba the das-
clarer and his partner. Why the penal-

tles for under tricks are not In their
proper place, in tha mection ertitled
“Bcoring” s not clear The corract

score (n the case cited ta 450 for the ad-
versaries of the declarer, and aces a8
held.

N. W B says:
tdek score as  bonua,
atyle, Instead of the
doubles three spades
What does he score?
course, and 54 beow, Hut what Is the
bonus? Kome say L4, some say 108

The generil schemas seems to be to
take twice what {s scored balow the line.

If this {8 54 the bonus is 108, #ln
addition to this thera {= the [0 n

fulfilled contract that had been doubled.

We take twicea the
Hamilton Club
100 for a gamae. A
and Z makes It
Honors as held of

P.P. A. mys: Dealer Mds no trump.
This is passed up to fourth hand, who
bids two mpades, which the dealer
passes.  Second hand holds only one
rmall spade, but haa fiva diamonds to
the acs king, four hearts to the ace and
king, two small in wlubs. What shou'd
he Eay now?

Bid threa dlamonds, simply te warn
hia partner that ha haa no spades. Hin
partner must hava anmething hesidas
rpades, and if it 13 not dinmonda ha will
bid whataver it 1a.  [f ha 14 all spades,
he can afford to go back to that ault,

J B M. eave: I noticed an article in

Whist luh
had aholistied the 200 for the rihher and
aunthorized a #mall bonus for each game
Is this correct?

No such statement was sver made in
Tha change referred to wam
for Auplleata auction anly and aboltahwma
the rubber {tmealf, not tha 250, Thia
mada It nacessary to give axh game an
equity, formerly 125, now 100 only. The
changes were mada by tha Knicker.-
bocker Whist Club, as The Whist Club
haa declined to make any laws for auc-
tion {n duplicate.

N. F. P rayn: A beta that tha laad
of an aca denies the king. Wa want to
know {f this ia the latest “Aope"

There 18 nothing late about 1. That
has been the rule in all forms of whist
for a hundred years or n Ta lead
the ace firmt and follow with tha king i
a cenventional erignal that vou hava no
mora of tha mit and want to ruff ths
third round. When the king ia a1 and
wina the partner can placa tha aca
That 18 why tha king t4 leq fire: from
ace and king with orlierm,

nra,

Poker, J M. M sars: Tn a recent
game in Claveland, in which they play
big and lttle dogs, ona plaver had o
roval flush and the other had a big Aok
flush, Which of theiw ja bottar
hand?

A big fAog has one of 'e sequanee
misaing, aa It {s ace hich nw
When playved !t bhents a errea'sht, bat
lokca to @& flush If 't ja u flush (¢
might be assumed t. 1o
of g royal flnsh and e
part, but all poler Yand

Aant n'na

tha flush part
it the miraieht

nra supposcd

to ha ranked by the A¥ioulty of got
ting them, and It 's harder to get flve
cards In sequence and silt than 1t s
! to gt five 'n =ult whan any ona of the
' four Intermadiite cards iy be missine
Por thism reason, *he rova! flush beats

a hig dox flush

Ecarta. M. C. V. asks the Alfferera
hetween the vole and tha feux de regla nt
this gnme

The jeux Ade regle are maximas for ask-

ing or refusing carrda. The wole s &

grand dam, made in play.




